
 More than half of Alaska prisoners released in 

2004 were returned to custody within three years 

-- the sixth-highest recidivism rate in the na-

tion, according to a study released Wednes-

day by the Pew Center on the States and the 

Association of State Correctional Adminis-

trators. 

 

The study says of the 

50.4 percent of Alas-

ka prisoners returned 

to custody during 

those three years, 

44.7 percent -- a 

greater rate than in any other state -- 

had committed a new crime, rather than 

technical violations of release condi-

tions. 

 

According to the study, if the state 

reduced its recidivism rate by 10 per-

cent, it would stand to save $24.6 

million in prison costs per year. Only 

four states in the nation would save 

more by doing so: California, New 

York, Illinois and Texas. 

 

Coming Together for Change 

 

Alaska Peer Support Consortium 

P.O. Box 240588 

Anchorage, AK 99524-0588 

 

Phone: 907-258-2772 

Mobile: 907-538-8392  

E-mail: cj@akpeersupport.org 

Study Finds High Alaska 

Recidivism Rates 

Quick look 
at Forensic 
Peer Support 

Alaska Peer Support 

Consortium 

Alaska Peer Support Consortium 
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Phone: 907-258-2772 

Mobile: 907-538-8392  

E-mail: cj@akpeersupport.org 

Alaska Peer Support Consortium 

P.O. Box 240588 

Anchorage, AK 99524-0588 

 

Alaska Peer Support Consortium 

peer support trainings and work force de-
velopment, and opportunity to connect with 
others using these same ideals in their 
own communities.    

RECIDIVISM: a tendency to relapse into a  

previous condition or mode of  
behavior;  especially : relapse into  
criminal behavior  

PEER SUPPORT: occurs when people  

provide knowledge, experience,  
emotional, social or practical help to each 
other. Where people meet as equals to 
give each other support on a reciprocal  
basis. Peer in this case is taken to imply 
that each person has no more expertise 
as a supporter than the other and the  
relationship is one of equality. 

A peer has "been there, done that" and 
can relate to others who are now in a simi-
lar situation. 

 

FORENSIC PEER SUPPORT: 

The application of peer 
support principles to the  
challenges faced by  
behavioral health  
consumers with criminal 
justice involvement to  
increase the success of 
reentry efforts. 

 

 

How can Alaska Peer Support Consortium (AKPSC) 

and The Criminal Justice System  

Transformation Project (CJST) help  

Alaskans?? 

 

The good of the Criminal Justice System  
Transformation project is to support the use of 
Peer Support and its concepts to support a  
system for the successful reentry of  Alaskans 
with behavioral health challenges.  This involves 
each community identifying their unique  
challenges and coming together to create a  
solution that can provide a positive outcome for 
their citizens.   

 

AKPSC will provide education and outreach, 

In Alaska 60% of 
offenders reoffend 
and return to a state 
of incarceration 
within 3 years of 
their release. 

Blazing the trail to successful 
reentry, finding the path together. 

Did You Know….. 

Alaskans supporting Alaskans 


